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CATECHESIS I  
 

“BUT WE WERE HOPING” 
 
 

1. Introduction 
 

We meet in community for the love of God and each other, to share common experiences, difficulties, 
inspirations and simply to enjoy each other’s presence, but also to grow together. This kind of meeting 
has accompanied the Church from the very beginning, when Jesus gathered his disciples around him. 
But have these gatherings always been accompanied by carefreeness, joy and understanding? 
Likewise, do things always work out for us and between us? I invite you to recall your own 
disappointments at the very beginning. Who and in what way has disappointed you in your life? 
Relatives, family, friends, people from church or maybe God Himself? 
 

2. Luke 24, 13-21 
 

13 Now that very day two of them were going to a village seven miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus, 
14 and they were conversing about all the things that had occurred. 
15 And it happened that while they were conversing and debating, Jesus himself drew near and 
walked with them, 16 but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him. 
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing as you walk along?” They stopped, looking downcast. 
18 One of them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does 
not know of the things that have taken place there in these days?” 
19 And he replied to them, “What sort of things?” They said to him, “The things that happened to Jesus 
the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 
20 how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over to a sentence of death and crucified him. 
21 But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel; and besides all this, it is now the 
third day since this took place. 
 
 

3. The subjective vision of God (false images of God)  
 
The fragment we have just read together contains the title of our meeting. Here are two disciples who 
listened to what Jesus tought before his passion and death, and who witnessed His miracles. It might 
seem that they knew and understood him, and therefore were able to interpret reality and God’s 
actions in an appropriate way. However, after the death of Jesus, with tears in their eyes, they return 
to their own selves, because all their dreams were buried together with their Teacher. They go bitter, 
sad, without hope, and they celebrate their own sense of meaninglessness to such an extent that they 
do not recognize Jesus who joins them on the road. They tell a fellow traveller about what has 
happened, but they no longer call Jesus the Messiah, but only a prophet who was killed by the Jews. 
Finally, the words “but we were hoping...” which reveal their �disappointment, but also dissonance 
between their own images of Messiah and the real mission of Jesus on Earth.  They were so focused 
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on the cultural and political situation of their own country and their own needs that they reduced Jesus 
in their thoughts to a mere political liberator.  
The suffering of the disciples going to Emmaus resulted from a false image of God, the imposition on 
Jesus of a subjective carbon copy of their own desires and dreams with all the limitations of the human 
capacity to see the world in full perspective. The consequence was not only closure to God, but also 
closure to happiness. 
We are disciples walking the path of life. Since we are here, each of us has met Christ in our lives or 
at least heard about him. Some of us here in our families attended our first catechesis given by our 
parents or grandparents, who tried to tell us who and what God is. Others may have heard about 
Jesus at school or from their friends and acquaintances. But as we can see, just knowing that Jesus 
exists, or even listening to him, does not immediately guarantee an understanding of what God is 
and what he leads us to do through the different situations in our lives.  
Each of us creates their own image of God, which comes from their own life experiences. Some 
attribute to the Creator the qualities of a Father that impress them, others rely on strong experiences 
of tenderness, mercy, etc. However, we may be in danger of creating God for ourselves according 
to our own personal ‘vision’.  
 
 

4. Unfulfilled expectations 
 

What was just called a danger for the disciples going to Emmaus became a fact and had serious 
consequences. Similarly, in our case, clinging stubbornly to our own ideas about God cannot lead to 
a better knowledge of him. Nor can it inspire the confidence with which we are able to lean on God 
even when nothing is clear to us. Difficult experiences lead us to question the meaning of life. An 
additional difficulty are our ideas about them, which are followed like a bad omen by the question – 
why did this happen to me? The world becomes an enemy seen through the lens of what seems to us 
to be injustice and unfairness. Then we very often make the mistake of putting our hope in man, which 
ends in disappointment, because no one but God is able to fulfil our expectations. Therefore, the only 
chance for us to survive difficult experiences is by opening ourselves up to Him. This requires us to 
give up our ideas about His love and Person 
 
 

5. Losing faith because God does not act according to my vision 
 

The disciples going to Emmaus, in telling what had happened in Jerusalem, were not talking about 
the Messiah – they were talking about the Prophet. They lost faith in Jesus because he did not live up 
to their perceptions. The same can be the case in our lives. As a result of unfulfilled expectations, we 
can experience a crisis in our relationship with others as well as in our relationship with God. Man 
can be unstable and fail because he is only human being. God is perfect and can do everything, so 
why is there evil, why do people get sick and suffer, why are there wars and famines in the world..., 
why does God – if He is good and can do everything – allow all this? And this is where the crisis can 
arise, because we imagine that God should create a “paradise” on earth, while He wants us to 
belong in heaven. 
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6. A false vision of the Church 
 

If the crisis does not find a solution in the Church, in the community, it demands its rejection, its escape. 
The two disciples accompanying us today do not stay in Jerusalem with the apostles to share their 
sorrow, to support each other, to seek understanding and a solution. They do not want to stay with 
them; they run away. All of us, faced with a similar crisis, uncertainty, a sense of being cheated, 
rejected, has two ways to go - we can take up the struggle to understand God's motive, and if we 
have to wait for years with no certainty of success, we can also take up the struggle to trust the 
Creator. Although there is nothing easy or pleasant about this, once one has turned away from the 
community and blamed the Church, it will be much more difficult to find understanding and peace. 
 
 

7. Conclusion 
 

Dear friends, let me sum up this catechesis with a few questions which I leave you with for personal 
reflection. 
In which God do I believe? 
Who is Jesus Christ for me? 
What image of the community of the Church do you have? 
 

 


