
 

 

CATECHESIS II 

 

LET'S START WITH THE BEGINNING  

 
1. Introduction 

 

We are certainly already well aware of how important a correct image of God is, not only for 

our faith, but for the whole meaning of our life. If we remain at the level of our own visions and 

stop seeking Him, we will not be able to experience His Love, nor will we notice His Divine action 

in our daily existence. 

But how can we seek God in order to be as close to the truth as possible? If we go back to the 

two disciples heading for Emmaus, we will find a way! When the disciples told Jesus about their 

unfulfilled expectations without knowing it, Jesus moved on to catechesis. He showed how they 

should try to understand the Word - thus setting us on a sure path to searching for and knowing 

the Messiah. 

 

2. Luke 24, 25-27 

 
25 Then he said to them, 'You foolish men! So slow to believe all that the prophets have said! 
26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer before entering into his glory?' 
27 Then, starting with Moses and going through all the prophets, he explained to them the 

passages throughout the scriptures that were about himself. 

 

3. Let's start with the beginning  

 

Jesus points to the Holy Scriptures, of which He Himself is the centre. When the Jews gathered 

in the Synagogues, they read the Scriptures and discussed them, explaining the hidden 

meaning. Likewise, Jesus also went to the Synagogue, read the Scriptures and explained to his 

listeners the passage of text that had been read. We are therefore invited to focus on the Bible 

and through the words to reach the truth. Now, of course, we cannot read all of Scripture or 

even the Old Testament, but we can focus on certain patterns and messages that we find 

there.  

a. Characters. 

At the beginning, let us turn our attention to the important characters who are the protagonists 

of the Old Testament. They belong firmly in Salvation History, and each of them can give us 

vital information about the arrival of the Messiah and His mission.  

The New Testament teaches us that Christ is the new Adam. The first one who brought sin into 

the world, the Second Adam will bring life in abundance. 

Melchizedek - the king of peace who sacrificed bread and wine, heralds Jesus - the High Priest, 

the Prince of Peace who will sacrifice his body and blood. 

Isaac - the first-born son of promise who is taken up the mountain, outside the camp, to 

become a sacrifice to God - heralds the Messiah who will be taken up the mountain outside 

the camp and will sacrifice himself for the salvation of mankind. 



 

 

Similarly, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, David, Solomon or Jonah, among others, would 

have to be recalled. I encourage you to try to look at one of these people later and find in 

them heralds of the Messiah. 

b. The wise men and teachers of Israel - the events 

Another point we need to consider is the events of the Old Testament which, in their 

coherence, point to the centre of history, the coming of the Messiah. Here we will also give 

some examples of these events found in the pages of the Bible. 

Noah's ark - when the flood came, Noah and his family survived thanks to the ark he built. The 

flood was the result of an excess of sin, but it did not leave people without the possibility of 

rescue. When people were drowning in sin, God sent his Son - Jesus who is the New Noah, and 

the Church is the new ark that can carry people through the death of sin. 

Exodus - the exodus from Egyptian slavery heralds the liberation of people from the bondage 

of sin and death to reach the promised land, the reality of being with God.  

Passover Lamb - His blood on the doorstep protected people from death. The blood of Christ 

cleanses us from our sin and raises us to new life, and eating his body and blood gives us eternal 

life. 

The bronze serpent - exalted in the desert by Moses restored health to those who were mortally 

bitten by snakes. In the same way, on the cross, Christ was exalted so that we might be freed 

from eternal death. 

As in the first part, I invite you now to analyse still other similar events, such as the manna, or the 

crossing of the Red Sea. 

c. Prophets 

The last group of the Old Testament are the prophets of Israel, by whom God revealed the 

coming of the Messiah. This section will already consist of quotations alone: 

The Protoevangelium - probably this is where we should start. In Genesis, when the people were 

deceived by the serpent, God makes a promise: 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will 

strike at your head, while you strike at his heel. (Gen 3, 15) 

 

Natan uttering a prophecy to King David: 
12 And when your time comes and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your heir after you, 

sprung from your loins, and I will make his kingdom firm. 
13 It is he who shall build a house for my name. And I will make his royal throne firm forever. 
14 I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. And if he does wrong, I will correct him 

with the rod of men and with human chastisements (2Sam 7, 12-14) 

 

Micah: 
1 But you, Bethlehem-Ephrathah too small to be among the clans of Judah, From you shall 

come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel; Whose origin is from of old, from ancient times. 
2 (Therefore the Lord will give them up, until the time when she who is to give birth has borne, 

And the rest of his brethren shall return to the children of Israel.) 



 

 

3 He shall stand firm and shepherd his flock by the strength of the LORD, in the majestic name 

of the LORD, his God; And they shall remain, for now his greatness shall reach to the ends of 

the earth (Mi 5, 1-3) 

One can also look at the Prophecies of Daniel (Dn 7, 13-14); Zechariah (Zech 9.9), Joel (Jl 3, 1-

5), Ezekiel (Ez 36, 22-32), Jeremiah (Jer 31, 31-34), the Psalms of David (Ps: 18; 16; 110) 

 

Finally, we are left with the greatest of the Messianic prophets, Isaiah: 
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: the virgin shall be with child, and bear a son, 

and shall name him Immanuel. (Is 7, 14) 

 
1 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; Upon those who dwelt in the 

land of gloom a light has shone. 
2 You have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing, As they rejoice before you as at 

the harvest, as men make merry when dividing spoils. 
3 For the yoke that burdened them, the pole on their shoulder, And the rod of their taskmaster 

you have smashed, as on the day of Midian. (Is 9, 1-3) 

 
1 But a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom. 
2 spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him: a spirit of wisdom and of understanding, A spirit of counsel 

and of strength, a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the LORD, 
3 and his delight shall be the fear of the LORD. Not by appearance shall he judge, nor by 

hearsay shall he decide, 
4 But he shall judge the poor with justice, and decide aright for the land's afflicted. He shall strike 

the ruthless with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked. (Is 

11, 1-4) 

 
13 See, my servant shall prosper, he shall be raised high and greatly exalted. (Is 52, 13) 

 
4 Yet it was our infirmities that he bore, our sufferings that he endured, While we thought of him 

as stricken, as one smitten by God and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our offenses, crushed for our sins, Upon him was the chastisement that 

makes us whole, by his stripes we were healed. 
6 We had all gone astray like sheep, each following his own way; But the LORD laid upon him 

the guilt of us all. 
7 Though he was harshly treated, he submitted and opened not his mouth; Like a lamb led to 

the slaughter or a sheep before the shearers, he was silent and opened not his mouth. 
8 Oppressed and condemned, he was taken away, and who would have thought any more 

of his destiny? When he was cut off from the land of the living, and smitten for the sin of his 

people, 
9 A grave was assigned him among the wicked and a burial place with evildoers, Though he 

had done no wrong nor spoken any falsehood. 

(But the LORD was pleased to crush him in infirmity.) If he gives his life as an offering for sin, he 

shall see his descendants in a long life, and the will of the LORD shall be accomplished through 

him. 



 

 

10 Because of his affliction he shall see the light in fullness of days; Through his suffering, my 

servant shall justify many, and their guilt he shall bear. 
11 Therefore I will give him his portion among the great, and he shall divide the spoils with the 

mighty, 12 Because he surrendered himself to death and was counted among the wicked; And 

he shall take away the sins of many, and win pardon for their offenses. (Is 53, 4-12) 

 

4.  Conclusion  

 

Dear ones, today there was a lot of Word, but let us also end with it. Jesus went to the 

Synagogue after 40 days in the desert: 
16 He came to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and went according to his custom into the 

synagogue on the sabbath day. He stood up to read  and was handed a scroll of the prophet 

Isaiah. 17 He unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it was written: 
18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the 

poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let 

the oppressed go free, 
19 and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord." 
20 Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat down, and the eyes of all 

in the synagogue looked intently at him. 
21 He said to them, "Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing. (Lk 4, 16-21) 

 

 

 

 


